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Honorable Thomas Foley
The Speaker
U.S. House of Representatives
1201 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:
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CfflCE OF THE SECRETARY

This is in reply to your letter of June 4, 1993, in whi inquired on
behalf of your constituent, Mr. Robert I. Anderson, reg ding the Notice of
Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-23Ji, 57 FR 54034 (1992).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the C ission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

The proposals in the Notice reflect to a large extent concepts and proposals
submitted in the initial inquiry stages of this proceeding. None of the
proposals set forth in the Notice, however, are engraved in stone. Indeed,
the proposals represent our best judgment at this stage of the proceeding on
steps that must be taken to improve the regulatory climate for users of the
private land mobile radio spectrum below 512 MHz. I have enclosed for your
information a copy of that part of the Notice that describes the numerous
proposals, plus a discussion paper released March I, 1993.

We are sensitive to the needs of users of private land mobile radio spectrum
and the impact that these proposals may have on their radio systems. We will
endeavour to protect all private land mobile radio systems, including those
operated by public safety entities. Your letter will be included in the
record of this proceeding and will be fully evaluated when we develop final
rules.

Thank you for your interest in this proceeding. We expect to issue final
rules in 1994.

Edward R. Jacobs
Deputy Chief, Land Mobile and

Microwave Division
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June 4, 1993

Mr. James H. Quello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Quello:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter that I received from Robert
I. Anderson, Fire Chief of the Spokane County Fire District No.
9, to express his opposition to a FCC proposal (Docket 92-235) to
make changes to its regulations governing the private land mobile
radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 "MHz.

According to Mr. Anderson, the FCC proposal would severely
impact the county, regional, state and federal mutual aid and
disaster radio communications systems. In addition, he indicates
his belief that the rule would mandate a complete replacement of
the fire district's radio backbone.

Given the nature of his concerns, I would appreciate your
taking steps to ensure that his thoughts are taken into
consideration. Any comments you may have will be welcome.

With best wishes.

~~:cere[

Thomas S. Foley
Member of Congress
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April 20, 1993

Ms. Donna R. Searcy, Secretary
Federal CommunicationsCommission
1919 M Street N.W. - Room 222
Washington. OC 20554

RE: PR Docket No. 92-235
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Dear Ms. Searcy:

I am writing in opposition to the reframing proposal before the commission as FCC
Docket 92-235. Our eastern Washington fire district operates a regional communications
center serving six rural fire districts in northern Spokane County and eastern Stevens
County, and we have three primary concerns with this proposal:

The first concern is that low-power transmitter requirements are operationally
impractical for a regional communications center in mountainous terrain requiring wide
area coverage from portable radios to a dispatch center.

Secondly, this proposal would severely impact our county, regional state ..and
federal (BIFC fire cache radios) mutual aid and disaster mdio communications systems.
Plans would become obsolete. and inter-operability of regional fire resources radio
equipment would make coordination difficult and ineffective. In October 1991 we
experienced a major fire disaster requiring fire response from three states and the federal
government.

Finally, should the FCC choose to adopt the proposed chang~ it will mandate a
complete replacement of our mdio backbone. site location. mobiles. portables and
approximately 400 pagers. The engineering and capital costs of replacement must be
planned for and financed through a bond issue or special levy, and would be subject to
our ability to sell our citizens on the need. How can we do this when we aren't convinced
ourselves? It is our view that. should the FCC mandate such a chang~ it should provide a
reasonable 1o-year phase-in period and actively work with state and federnl agencies to
make grants and other funding schemes available to public agencies required to change.

In summary, while technically this concept of reframing may have some merit. it
foils to address the requirements of a regional communications center operating in
mountainous terrain of eastern Washington and it would cause sever inter-opembility
problems for our fire service when working mutual aid. or with state and federal
resources. We also believe the time frame for implementation is unrealistic and creates a
very heavy financial burden on local government.

If the FCC truly considers public emergency services a high priority for
communications and frequency allocation. then why are we being forced to spend millions
of dollars to provide more frequency spectrum for television. radio and other commercial
users who will profit at the taxpaye~expense?

Sincerely,

~jJj4.L--
Robert L Anderson
Fire Chief

cc: Honorable Tom Foley. Speaker of the House
Fire rrevcllrioll is evervollp.s !Jw,illcss.


